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an appointment to the Beeville Municipal
Court. This moment in Silva’s life arrived after
decades of dedicated effort and service to his
community. He worked his way through high
school as a janitor in the same courthouse
where he would later serve as a judge. He
lived a life defined by integrity, commitment
and dedication.

Silva would continue to be a pillar of the
Beeville community during his later years. He
found time to help lead community boards as
he continued his passion for education. His
capacity to perform at a high level was second
to none.

Our community suffered a tremendous loss
with Judge Silva’s passing, but his legacy will
be preserved by the positive change he made
in his community and through the many stu-
dents who had the privilege to learn from him
in the classroom.

Judge David Silva is survived by his be-
loved wife of 44 years, Yolanda Olivares Silva;
his daughters, Cassandra Dianne Silva (Casey
Hawkins), and Cristianna Dawn Silva Meineke
(Aaron Meineke); siblings, John Marks Silva,
Amado Silva (Zenaida), and Grace Ramirez
(Adolfo). He is also survived by a grand-
daughter, Audria Nouvelle Diem Silva.

On this day, | remember Judge David Silva.
May he forever rest in peace.

—————
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OF WASHINGTON
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Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life and service of Bishop Curtis
Montgomery of Tacoma, WA. Curtis epito-
mized the role that long-standing faith leaders
play in their community. He was a tireless ad-
vocate for the members of his congregation
and the greater Tacoma community.

Bishop Montgomery was a key leader who
shepherded Tacoma’s Hilltop neighborhood
through the civil rights struggles of the 1960s
and the gang and drug violence of the 1980s.
His steadfast leadership and staunch belief in
the power of community involvement will be
remembered in the revitalization of this histori-
cally significant neighborhood.

His contributions to the Hilltop include the
establishment of Christ Temple Church in
1959, which later became Greater Christ Tem-
ple Church in 1977. Under his leadership,
Greater Christ Temple Church has become
much more than a place for worship. Parish-
ioners are community leaders, volunteers, and
advocates for the work that Curtis has es-
poused his entire life.

One of his most esteemed accomplishments
was the realization of the Oasis of Hope Cen-
ter. This faith-based community outreach cen-
ter was the culmination of Bishop Montgom-
ery’s efforts and long-standing vision to pro-
vide a safe and stable place for the commu-
nity to serve their neighbors. Opened in 2004,
the Oasis of Hope Center has operated feed-
ing programs, a clothing bank, counseling
services, youth programs, and donation drives.

Mr. Speaker, last year there were over 500
Hilltop community members served at the
Center's annual Share the Harvest Thanks-
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giving Meal. | have been told there were more
volunteers than they could possibly need for
that dinner. This simple fact is just one piece
of evidence representing his legacy and his vi-
sion. Scripture tells us that God loves a cheer-
ful giver. It's safe to say God loves Curtis
Montgomery and his parishioners—who have
given so much, to so many, for so long.

Bishop Curtis Montgomery was born in
Selma, AL, which was central in the civil rights
struggles of the 1950s and 1960s. He was
raised to stamp out discrimination and racism.
He built his church and developed a powerful
message of tolerance and peace. Bishop
Montgomery served his community in the
steps of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who he
admired and followed from an early age.

Mr. Speaker, | had the honor of visiting
Selma on the 50th Anniversary of Bloody Sun-
day and had the privilege to join leaders like
Rep. JOHN LEWIS in commemoration of the
struggle for equal rights. | am proud to have
walked in the hometown of Bishop Curtis
Montgomery with the knowledge that his con-
tribution to a safer and more equitable society
would not be forgotten—that his legacy was
etched with his brothers and sisters in Selma,
50 years later.

On behalf of his congregation and the peo-
ple of the Hilltop Neighborhood in Tacoma,
WA, | stand today, proudly, to honor the life-
time achievements of Bishop Curtis Mont-
gomery of Greater Christ Temple Church in
the Congress of the United States.

———
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Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Andrea Jenkins, who has been
chosen to serve as Grand Marshal for the
2015 Twin Cities Pride parade and festival be-
cause of her distinguished contributions to the
citizens of Minnesota in the form of art and ac-
tivism.

Ms. Jenkins has been among the Twin Cit-
ies’ leading advocates for transgender equity,
especially at the intersections of race and
class. During her 12-year career as a policy
aide for the Minneapolis City Council, Ms. Jen-
kins was central in raising the profile of
transgender issues among Minnesota’s most
influential policymakers. Under her leadership,
the City of Minneapolis started the
Transgender Issues Work Group, a roundtable
dedicated to changing city ordinances to im-
prove the lives of transgender citizens. Local
and national media outlets have covered her
efforts—raising the profile of an often-over-
looked segment of the population. At a time
when our nation is seeing an epidemic of vio-
lence against transgender individuals—specifi-
cally trans women of color—Ms. Jenkins’s
work is critical.

In addition to her work in the political realm,
Ms. Jenkins is an award-winning poet and per-
formance artist. Her work has been honored
by the Jerome Foundation, Intermedia Arts,
The Playwrights’ Center, the Walker Art Cen-
ter, the Givens Foundation, the Loft Literary
Center, and countless other arts organizations.
In 2011, she was named a Bush Fellow.

On top of crafting nuanced pieces that re-
flect her identity as a trans woman of color,
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Ms. Jenkins serves on numerous boards and
panels, including serving as the board chair of
Intermedia Arts. This leadership has allowed
Ms. Jenkins to create some of the Twin Cities’
most inclusive and boundary-pushing events,
frequently centering the voices of those at “the
margins of the margins.” One such event, the
Queer Voices reading series, is the longest-
running series of its kind in the country.

Recently, Ms. Jenkins left her position with
the City of Minneapolis to begin curating the
Transgender Oral History Project, part of the
University of Minnesota’s Jean-Nickolaus
Tretter Collection. In this role, she will travel
throughout the upper Midwest to document the
experiences of transgender people. This per-
manent record will serve as one of the na-
tion’s most comprehensive catalogs of con-
temporary transgender life.

At a time when the T in LGBT is often over-
looked, Andrea Jenkins has helped move the
spotlight to the trans community. Her work has
sparked conversation, propagated knowledge
and forged a path for future trans leaders. Her
work in our community is inestimable and |
congratulate her on being selected Grand
Marshal. | am proud to call her a friend and
ally.

———
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Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to urge the House to bring to the floor
my bill, the Help Hire our Heroes Act.

My bill would renew the Vocational Rehabili-
tation Assistance Program (VRAP) and permit
additional veterans to participate in the pro-
gram. As you may know, the VRAP program
provides up to 12 months of re-training assist-
ance to veterans in need of employment train-
ing, but who are unable to participate in other
VA programs because of their age and time
since active duty service.

Specifically, the program provided training
assistance to unemployed veterans between
the ages of 35 and 60 who are no longer eligi-
ble for the Gl Bill. Veterans could use these
benefits at community colleges and technical
schools in occupations that the Department of
Labor identified as “high demand.”

The VRAP program started in 2012, but
funding for this program expired in March
2014 and the VA has not been able to enroll
new veterans in VRAP.

In 2014, there were 573,000 unemployed
veterans, 55 percent of whom were age 45
and up. | simply do not understand why the
Majority has allowed this important veterans’
job training program to lapse. It has resulted
in thousands of older, qualified veterans being
unable to access job training to help them find
work.

As we approach Memorial Day, Congress
should be doing all it can to help unemployed
veterans find work. Please bring my bill to the
floor, so that we can renew the Veterans Re-
training Assistance Program.
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